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having served with governor Kivutha 
Kibwana since 2013. Mwau is a women & 
children rights defender and she takes us
 down her experience in Makueni... 
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Kivutha Kibwana. 

Faith Mumo demonstrates to visitors at the Agricultural Training Centre modern methods of sh production.  [Photo/ GPS]
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Fresh from college, 24-year-old Faith Mumo is turning semi-arid Makueni into a fish hub. 
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54 AGRICULTURE

Fresh from college, armed with a 
bachelor's degree in 
Aquaculture and Fisheries from 

Jomo Kenyatta University of 
Agriculture and Technology 
(JKUAT), 24-year-old Faith Mumo is 
turning semi-arid Makueni into a fish 
hub. Her midas touch is drawing 
hundreds of young people into fish 
farming, renewing a hitherto dying 
enthusiasm in agriculture.
ONESMUS NZIOKA caught up with 
her at the Agricultural Training 
Centre (ATC) Kwa Kathoka. 
Q. Tell us briefly about yourself
My name is Faith Mumo Timona. I 
come from Sultan Hamud, Kilome 

sub-county. I hold a Bachelor's degree 
in Aquaculture and Fisheries from 
JKUAT. I graduated in the year 2019 
and worked as an intern at Kamuthanga 
Fish Farm (Machakos) and now in 
Makueni ATC as a fisheries officer 
managing the hatchery.
Q. Lately, there has been a lot of hype 
about aquaculture in Makueni. What is 
the force behind this?
The force behind this is the availability 
of fingerlings locally. We are producing 
fingerlings in thousands and stocking 
public dams. So far we have stocked 30 
dams in the county with an average of 
5,000 fingerlings in each. The 
communities around the dams have 
realized the commercial potential in 
fish farming and therefore the 

excitement to embrace it. The 
Department of Agriculture has 
introduced a rigorous popularization 
programme dubbed Eat more fish for 
health campaign which has made fish 
an almost every day meal among the 
residents. Farmers are finding it easy 
and cheap to source for fingerlings from 
ATC where we also train them on 
modern methods of aquaculture.
Q. We are told you've brought in new 
ways of doing things in terms of fish 
production. Tell us about it.
The one new technology we have 
introduced is the artificial propagation 
where we harvest reproductive seeds 
from especially catfish and fertilize then 

incubate them in troughs. This is 
because catfish does not breed in 
cultivated environment but in capture 
fisheries like lakes or dams. This way, 
we are able to breed thousands of 
fingerlings at a go. We have also 
introduced pond water recirculation 
system that helps in cleaning water and 
thus farmers are able to over stock their 
small ponds. The established farmers 
have small ponds/aquaculture tanks 
which are not commercially viable. 
With the recirculation system, they are 
able to stock more than double their 
holding capacity thus go commercial.
Q. What was existing before you came 
with the new breeding method?
I was the first person to carry out the 
artificial propagation in this hatchery. 

Before I came, those managing the 
breeding facility used to breed tilapia 
through natural means, that is, putting 
mature fish in ponds and waiting to 
collect fingerlings hatched naturally. 
This process is cumbersome and with 
losses. The fingerlings hide in algae 
growing in the ponds and end up dying 
during harvesting. The new technology 
guarantees 90% survival of fingerlings 
as compared to the former which 
guaranteed 40% survival. With the new 
method, we are able to service all client 
demands as they come, as opposed to 
the natural means that take months to 
get fingerlings.
Q. As a young professional in fisheries, 
how is the Kenyan fish market? And 
would you encourage other young 
people to invest in it?
Aquaculture is such a profitable venture 
which I would encourage young people 
to invest in. It is not labour intensive as 
all that is required is changing water 
from time to time and feeding. If this is 
done properly, one is able to harvest in 
four months. This is the venture of the 
future which young people should 
embrace wholeheartedly. I have heard 
stories that our people don't eat fish! 
They don't eat fish because it is not 
available. 
Q. What is the one outstanding 
challenge of investing in aquaculture 
and what is the solution.
The major challenge of investing in 
aquaculture is water scarcity. This calls 
for substantial investment in water 
harvesting mechanism which might be 
expensive. The other challenge is 
expensive feeds which the ATC has 
addressed adequately by formulating 
quality and cheap feeds.
Q. With the kind of work you are doing 
at the ATC, where do you see the 
fisheries sector in Makueni in the next 
five years.
I see thousands investing in aquaculture 
going by the fingerling orders we are 
getting. The technical support and 
training we give to farmers is a shot on 
the arm to spur more investment in 
aquaculture.

Meet the JKUAT graduate turning  Makueni
 into a FISH EMPIRE
BY Onesmus Nzioka

 

An unnamed school boy displays his sh catch at Ndukuma earth dam  . 
[Photo/ GPS]

AGRICULTURE

A kilometre from ATC 
Kwakathoka along the 

Makindu-Wote road, one nds 
a dirt road that leads to one of 
the driest wards – Mavindini, 
Makueni county.  
We arrive at Jonathan Muoki's 
farm which is one of its kind 
in the vicinity. It has several 
pawpaw trees as well as 
passion. We learn that this 
portion of land is cultivated 
and managed by his son, 
Dennis Nguma, a nalist 
Master's Student, studying 
Agricultural and Applied 
Economics in the University of 
Nairobi. 
Muoki's agribusiness journey 
began in 2017 immediately 
after graduation from Egerton 
University with a Bachelor's 
degree in Agricultural 
Economics. He rst worked 
with an insurance company, 
but quit after a short while, to 
pursue his passion in 
agriculture.
“I quit employment in Nairobi 
to pursue my passion in the 
farm. I felt time was ripe for 
me to practice what I had 
learnt in the university,” says 
Nguma.
He started with growing 
watermelon but shifted to 
pawpaw and passion after a 
friend recommended them to 
him.  According to him, these 
are high value crops, with 
short maturity period and 
high protability.
“The pawpaw variety is 
known as Malkia F1 and takes 
between 9 to 11 months to 
mature. For the passion, I 
grow the purple variety which 
has good returns compared to 
the yellow one,” Nguma 
explains.
Nguma started with 120 
pawpaw trees. However, the 
Covid-19 break from school 
turned out to be a blessing in 
disguise. He was able to tend 

the farm closely, adding 300 pawpaw 
trees to his tree population.
He uses drip irrigation to water his 
trees. The water is sourced from a 
farm pond that was dug by the 
County government of Makueni 
through a subsidized farm initiative. 
Nguma was also a beneciary of an 
agriculture benchmark trip to Yatta, 
an initiative by bishop Masika to 
cushion people in dry areas from 
relying on relief food. This was also 
facilitated by the county government.
Nguma sells a pawpaw, which is 
equivalent to a kilo, at Sh 50. A kilo 
of the passion fruits fetches the same 
price as well. He harvests ve crates 
of pawpaw every week which he 
mostly sells to consumers from Wote, 
Mavindini and Kathonzweni 
markets.
With the initial 120 pawpaw trees, he 
makes close to Sh 300,000 per year.  
Nguma has received a bulk order 
from a Nairobi client and with the 
additional 300 trees, he hopes to make 
a kill. 
This initiative is not just all rosy. 
Nguma pinpoints one of the major 
challenges in his agribusiness: “The 
trees are attacked by dangerous pests 
known as mealybugs and red spider 
mites that compromise the quality of 
the fruits. This is the reason why he 
says close monitoring of the farm is 

important. But with a combination of 
some recommended pesticides, the 
pests can be kept at bay,” Nguma adds.
According to Agriculture Chief Ofcer 
Martin Mboloi, the county government 
is partnering with young people like 
Nguma through an initiative known as 
Makueni Youth in Agribusiness 
Empowerment Program(MYAEP).
Ten youth groups from across the 
county have invested in Watermelon 
while other 10 are under tomato 
production. They were supported to 
access major components of “core 
factors of production” such as hybrid 
seeds, pesticides, irrigation 
infrastructure like drip as well as 
fertilizers.
As we leave Nguma's farm at around 
mid-day, he has some nuggets of 
wisdom to his fellow young people. 
“Let us get our hands dirty. It is the 
high time for us youth to be creators of 
jobs and not seekers. Education is just 
an eye opener so let's apply the 
knowledge acquired,” Nguma advises. 
He is a proud employer of three casual 
labourers.

A Breakthrough for Nguma's Agribusiness

Nguma inspects his pawpaw trees.  [Photo/ GPS]

By Jane Mason
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76 DEVOLUTIONLEADERSHIP

A
delina Mwau is a second term deputy governor in 
Makueni, having served with governor Kivutha 
Kibwana since 2013. Mwau is a women and 

children rights defender and she takes us down her 
experience in Makueni

1. What is your experience being a deputy governor for 10 
years?
 
It's not been easy. Being pioneer leaders under the new 
dispensation, we were tasked with coming up and 
implementing policies, structures and programmes to get 
devolution rolling. There was nowhere to benchmark.

Governor Kibwana has accorded me the space to initiate 
my own programmes mostly targeting women. This is 
exceptional because in many other counties deputy 
governors are just 'flower girls'. 
 
 
2. You have been championing for gender mainstreaming 
since your days as an MP. Have you implemented any 
gender leadership, governance and socio-economic 
empowerment programmes in the county?
 
I sit in cabinet and ensure gender mainstreaming questions 
are addressed with requisite budgets.  In 2016, I initiated a 
water tanks merry-go-round programme where organized 
women groups pool resources to purchase water tanks for 
their members. This has revolutionized domestic water 
harvesting.

Through the Department of Trade, Industry and 
Cooperative Development, I pushed for the creation of a 
revolving fund dubbed tetheka fund to finance business 
start-ups for the residents of Makueni. I have also 
championed revival of the cooperative movement which has 
improved the investment climate in the county.  
 
I also made efforts to ensure development and enactment of 
Gender Mainstreaming Policy, Sexual Gender Based 
Violence Policy, Sexual Harassment Policy at Workplace 
etc. 

3. What are the common bottlenecks that hinder women 
from taking up political leadership and how can they be 
addressed?
  
Significant obstacles remain for women seeking elective 
office. Cultural, economic and political factors discourage 
women from participating in the electoral process. They 
include inadequate support from political parties and lack of 
financial resources as well as gender stereotyping and 
patriarchal structures in society. 
 

One-on-One with 
Makueni Deputy Governor 
By Everlin Mutanu

Kenya has qualified women who deserve legitimate 
positions of leadership. However, they need more support 
from their families, communities, civil society and the 
government especially from fellow female leaders.
 
As a woman in public life, violent threats take on another 
disgusting dimension. This reveals that even educated, 
well-off female role models are not immune to sexism 
from their peers and communities. This prevents many 
aspiring women leaders from pursuing political careers.
 
The lack of role models has stood in the way of young girls 
considering careers in male-dominated fields.
  
4. Patriarchal underpinnings of the African society 
undermine prospects of women in political leadership, has 
this changed since the 2010 constitution?
 
We are still not yet there. But I can say the 2010 
constitution has given us more women in positions of 
power. It is no longer a spectacle to have women compete 
for elective positions alongside their male counterparts. 

Kenya is yet to achieve the two-thirds gender rule though. 
For instance, in the Makueni county assembly, we have 
one elected woman and the rest are nominated.

5. Over the past decades, consensus has emerged around 
the idea that including women in governance is necessary 
for strengthening democracy and promoting human 
development. Has Makueni executive achieved this and 
how?
 
Makueni has made commendable efforts in entrenching 
women leadership.  We have 5 women in the cabinet and 
several women chief officers in very key departments.  

Also, several female directors have been employed in 
various departments. I can strongly say that governor 
Kibwana and I have met the two-thirds gender rule 
threshold.
  
6. Word has it that you are eyeing a different political seat 
come 2022. What is your future in the political arena?
 
Several people have asked me to run for either 
governor, women representative or senate seat. For 
now, my focus is completion of the work we were 
elected to do. At the right time, I will announce my 
future political plan after wide consultations.  

  
Makueni governor Prof Kivutha Kibwana who 
hosted the president noted that the smart city 
is visualized to be a world-class technology 
hub which will not only bring services closer 
to the people but will as well build a robust 
foundation to put Kenya in the global map.
 
Kibwana said unveiling of the state-of-the-art 
data center is a clear indication that the people 
of Makueni and those from the other counties 
will soon reap benets of the world's smart 
city.
 
President Kenyatta also toured the Multi-
billion Thwake Multipurpose dam where he 
promised its completion by June next year.
 
The president ordered National Environmental 
Management Authority to commence clean-up 
of the Nairobi river and other rivers upstream 
to ensure the water that will end up at Thwake 
will be safe for human consumption.
 
He assured Kenyans that his administration 
will expand the sewerage system in the capital 
so as to ensure those downstream will get 
clean water.
 
''This dam will offer relief to residents of 
Makueni and Kitui who for decades have 
suffered from water scarcity'' President 
Kenyatta said.

President Uhuru Kenyatta in July this year toured 
Makueni for inspection of key development projects in 
the county undertaken by his government.

 
The president inaugurated two key projects at the Konza 
Techno-polis that included an eight- storey headquarters of 
Konza Tecno-polis Development Authority (KoTDA) and a 
national Data centre.
    
The head of state while making his remarks noted that the 
ultra-modern ofce block will offer staff and partners a 
favorable onsite working atmosphere to support enhanced 
roll-out of the Techno city. The Data Centre is expected to 
offer dependable business friendly services and 
infrastructure through a high-class ICT backbone.

PRESIDENT KENYATTA'S MAKUENI 

DEVELOPMENT TOUR

BY EVELYN MUTANU

Eeight- storey headquarters of Konza Tecno-polis Development 
Authority (KoTDA)   [Photo/ PSCU]

A
 12-year deal worth KES 3B for provision of 
primary healthcare in Makueni under a Public-
Private-Partnership agreement is under 

discussion by the Government of Makueni County, 
Embassy of Netherlands, AMREF Health Innovations 
and Philips.

Governor Kibwana said the pilot aimed to study the 
possibility of developing a sustainable model that 
improves access to quality and affordable primary 
healthcare.

Makueni's Chief Ofcer for health Patrick Musyoki 
reported that the pilot project had realized 92% increase 
in total outpatient visits; a 78% increase in skilled 

MAKUENI IN TALKS WITH NETHERLANDS, AMREF 
FOR Shs 3B HEALTHCARE DEAL

By Mutisya Muia

deliveries; growth of NHIF-enrollment from nearly zero 
to 15% out of a catchment of 20,000 people.

The KES 3B deal if nally agreed on will be a scale up of 
the pilot programme to the entire public primary care 
system in Makueni.

Makueni is expected to match the funding with local 
resources to operationalize the deal.
While Makueni and Netherlands will provide the 
funding, AMREF Health Innovations will provide 
technical capacity. Philips on the other hand will supply 
high-tech health equipment under the framework.
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Makueni Mango growers are upbeat as Kenya 
prepares to export its mangoes to the lucrative 
European Union (EU) market after a seven-year 
hiatus. 
 
The widespread excitement among hundreds of 
Makueni mango farmers spread across the county is 
understandable since the county is the biggest 
producer of mangoes in the country, accounting to 
31 per cent of total production in the country, 
according to the Ministry of Agriculture.
 
“The EU mango market is known for offering 
traders better deals compared to other market 
destinations,” Ms Phyllis Nduva, a mango farmer 
and the chairperson of Makueni Fruit Processors 
Cooperative Society, says. The farmer is among 
traders who export mangoes to the UAE which has 
less stringent conditions. 
 
The EU market had been inaccessible since 2014 
when the government banned the exporting of 
mangoes to European countries following an 
outbreak of fruit ies.
 
The government has since mounted various 
campaigns to ght the pest in a bid to enhance the 
quality of the fruits as it sought to meet the 
phytosanitary standards set at the EU mango 
market. 
 

The various efforts include the promotion of 
integrated pest management technologies 
under 'Komesha Fruit y', an aggressive multi-
agency campaign to cut post-harvest losses 
spearheaded by Kenya Plant Health 
Inspectorate Services which stakeholders 
launched in Makueni County a year ago.  
 
The concerted efforts have borne fruit. The EU 
mango market has opened its doors to Kenyan 
mango farmers following signicant 
suppression of fruit ies. "The European Union 
in January this year allowed Kenya to export 
mangoes but with a rider; the mangoes should 
be disinfected by immersing them in hot water 
for some minutes before they are exported," 
says Mr Benjamin Tito, the director of the 
Horticultural Crops Directorate at the Ministry 
of Agriculture. 
 
The hot water treatment is meant to eliminate 
any traces of fruit ies before the fruits are 
exported. 

"The government is installing three hot water 
treatment facilities in Nairobi, Kibwezi and 
Mwea. A hot water treatment facility with the 
capacity of handling two tonnes of mangoes 
per hour is estimated to cost Sh 50 million, 
according to the Ministry of Agriculture. By 
end of September we shall take a consignment 
of mangoes to the European Union mango 
market," Mr Tito says. 
 
He made the remarks during a meeting of 
horticulture stakeholders which sought to 
promote Crops (Horticultural Crops) 
Regulations 2020, at Makueni County. 
Horticulture industry stakeholders hope the 
new rules will streamline the industry and 
stimulate trade in horticultural produce locally 
and abroad.

A
 section of Ukambani elders have 
endorsed governor Kivutha 
Kibwana's 2022 presidential bid.

 
Members of the Akamba Clans Governing 
Council, an association of the community's 
22 clans, made the declaration when they 
paid the governor a visit at his residence at 
Wote Town in July. 
 
“We are fully behind your presidential 
ambition,” the association's chairman 
Boniface Kilonzo said, terming the 
constitutional lawyer as a consummate 
leader who has what it takes to lead the 
Kamba nation, and the entire country, to 
prosperity. The elders tasked Prof Kibwana 
with uniting the region's political class as 
well as leading the community in entering 
into coalitions with other voting blocs in the 
country “to ensure that the Kamba nation is 
in the next government”.
 
The elders also hailed Prof Kibwana for his 
commitment to a united Kamba nation. “In 
2017, governor Kibwana joined Wiper in a 
bid to enhance Mr Musyoka's stake in Nasa. 
Although you ended up being disrespected 
as a result, we urge that you do not tire from 
attempting the Kamba community together,” 
said Mr Kilonzo, a retired teacher.  
 
The association, whose members are spread 
across Kitui, Machakos and Makueni 
counties, went against the region's political 

grain in 2017 when they joined a small clique of 
area leaders who had rallied the Kamba nation 
behind President Kenyatta at a time when the 
region rallied behind ODM leader Raila Odinga, 
who was the National Super Alliance (Nasa) 
candidate. They set tongues wagging when they 
led a colorful ceremony in Kibwezi Township to 
crown President Kenyatta and his deputy William 
Ruto as Kamba elders a year to the 2017 general 
elections. 
 
Mr Kilonzo revealed that Akamba Clans 
Governing Council was currently working closely 
with Gikuyu Council of Elders with a view to 
uniting the two voting blocs ahead of the 2022 
general election, a process he said was being 
midwifed by President Kenyatta's Mt Kenya allies.   
 
The governor commended the elders and 
reiterated his presidential ambition. "As a 
community we should meet and apologize to you 
because we deed your wise counsel in the 2017 
general election. You had advised that we vote in 
a certain way but we voted in a different way only 
to later join the government we did not support," 
Prof Kibwana told the elders.
 
"We risk remaining in the political cold longer if 
we approach the 2022 elections as a divided 
nation," Prof Kibwana said echoing the delegation 
of elders who lamented bitterly that disunity had 
cost the region the much needed development 
projects. The governor said he will support efforts 
by the council of elders to heal the rift in the 
region's political class. 

BY Onesmus Nzioka
 

BY Jackline Mumbua
 

UKAMBANI ELDERS ENDORSE KIBWANA 
FOR PRESIDENT

Processing of mangoes at the Kalamba Fruit processing plant

[Photo/ GPS]

EXPORTING MANGOES: 
FARMERS UPBEAT

“
”

We risk remaining in 
the political cold 

longer if we approach 
the 2022 elections 

as a divided Kamba nation
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Governor Kivutha Kibwana, Dr. Mukhisa Kituyi, National Assembly Speaker Justin Muturi and 
NARC-Kenya leader Martha Karua declare their unity in Makueni ahead of 2022.

Governor Kivutha Kibwana interacts with
 pupils from Mithini primary school as

 he commissions the school's ECDE centre

Governor Kivutha Kibwana welcomes 
National Assembly Speaker Justin Muturi

 in Makueni

NARC-Kenya party leader Martha Karua unveils the Makueni Oxygen Plant at 
the County Referral Hospital

Dr Mukhisa Kituyi commissions 
the Makueni PWD Vocational Training Centre

National Assembly Speaker Justin Muturi unveils the Wote Greenpark recreation centre. 
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END OF HUMAN-WILDLIFE CONFLICT IN SIGHT

BY Mutisya Muia
 

The National Environment 
Management Authority (Nema) 
has approved the installation of 

an electric fence to seal off a hole in the 
section of Tsavo East National Park 
bordering Makueni County, signaling 
the end of human-wildlife conflict 
which has plagued Kibwezi.
 
Nema director general Boru Mamo 
approval of the project paves way for 
the installation of the two strand 
elephant extrusion fence along River 
Mtito Andei. 
 
Makueni County government is 
installing the 20 kilometre long fence in 
collaboration with Tsavo Trust, an 
organization which runs a conservancy 
in the area. They have two years to 
complete the project, according to Mr. 
Mamo. The county government has set 
aside KES 75 million in the 2021/2022 
financial year, according to the county 
Environment executive Julius Kaloi. 

Tsavo Trust has pledged an 
additional KES 50 million for 
the fencing project. 

The approval of the fencing 
comes in the wake of 
heightened attacks by elephants 
in the region. The jumbos, 
which reportedly roam the 
villages in herds of more than 
20 daily, have destroyed acres of 
crops, houses and water tanks. 
They also disrupt learning in 
schools bordering the park and 
terrorize residents. 
Ms Christine Syombua, a rain 
water harvesting champion who 
had turned her farmland at 
Yindundu Village into an oasis 
teeming with assorted fruit 
trees, is among the latest 
victims of the heightened 
human-wildlife conflict.
 
"The elephants destroyed all the 
bananas, pawpaws and avocado 
in our orchard and damaged an 

expensive irrigation system," 
a distraught Syombua told 
ENE Magazine at her 
farmland recently.
 
Apart from losing her only 
source of livelihood, Ms 
Syombua has joined 
hundreds of her neighbors 
who are in dire need of food 
aid following the destruction 
of their crops by elephants. 
  
Overwhelmed KWS rangers 
who patrol the region have 
since killed one rogue 
elephant and translocate 
another one which had been 
nicknamed Mwanzia. The 
solar powered fence is 
believed to be the panacea to 
the age-old problem of 
human wildlife conflict in 
the region.

KWS ofcials translocate a rogue elephant nicknamed Mwanzia from human settlements in Mtito Andei Ward in July. 

 Photo/ GPS]

Makueni, NITA launch 
Youth Training 

Programme

Makueni has launched a youth life skills 
t raining programme dubbed UJUZI 
TEKETEKE to equip young people with 

industrial skills. 

The programme, is supported by the National Industrial 
Training Authority (NITA) and Kenya National 
Federation of Juakali Association.

According to deputy governor Adelina Mwau who 
launched the project, the 8-week pilot programme will 
enhance the employability and business acumen of the 
trainee craftsmen in their fields of trade. 

Beneficiaries will be attached to enlisted established 
master craftsmen for two months for on-the-job training 
and undergo a trade test by NITA. 

The master crafts persons will be supported in order to 
sustain the youth throughout the apprenticeship 
program.
Upon successful completion of the training, 
beneficiaries will be certified by NITA and granted 
start-up tools of work by the county government to 
establish their businesses. 

Some of the areas of focus include: Welding, Video 
production and Photography, carpentry, Masonry, 
Mechanics, Kinyozi and Salon. Others are Plumbing, 
Tailoring, outside catering and Agribusinesses. 

Youth and Devolution county executive Joshua 
Wambua is upbeat that successful rollout of the 
programme will create a critical mass of technical 
knowledge and guarantee the economic liberation of 
the county at large.

BY Onesmus Nzioka
 

Close to 5000 school going children drawn 
from various learning institutions in 
Makueni have benefitted from dignity packs 

in a bid to improve their personal hygiene and 
overall performance in schools.

The initiative, spearheaded by the County First Lady 
Nazi Kivutha, in partnership with the department of 
Gender, Children, Culture and Social Services, is an 
expansion of the 2015 'Keeping Girls in School: 
Ending the period of Shame' programme to include 
the boy child and psychosocial education.

According to Gender and Children executive 
member Bob Kisyula, the program now entails 
distribution of sanitary towels for girls; inner wears, 
bar soap and tooth paste for both boys and girls and 
sensitization on menstrual hygiene management and 
general personal hygiene.

According to Nazi, lack of sanitary towels is one of 
the major causes of absenteeism from schools 
leading to poor performance and in other cases 
dropping out of schools. As such, the program will 
lead to improved retention of girls in school.

The program targets children in disadvantaged 
primary and secondary schools, county technical 
training institutes as well as special schools. 

The psychosocial education helps learners to 
develop high self-esteem and confidence through 
better understanding of themselves and their self-
worth, says Nazi. 

5,000 school going 
children benet from
dignity packs
BY Evelyn Mutanu
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SOCIAL WELFARE

AJIRA KWA VIJANA

The Covid-19 pandemic disrupted millions of livelihoods across 
the country when it struck in 2020. Makueni County was not 

spared. Thousands of youth who were in formal employment, 
college and those who were running small businesses were scarred 
as the disease straggled economies. With nothing meaningful to do 
in towns, the youths trooped back home. The county government did 
not look the other way. Instead it created a social protection 
programme that has since seen hundreds of young people earn some 
money while undertaking meaningful community projects. 
The innovative social protection programme dubbed Ajira Kwa 
Vijana mimics the national government's Kazi Mtaani programme 
that saw millions of young people earn a wage by engaging in 
community projects such as clearing bushes and unclogging 
drainage channels. 

Under the Makueni programme, the young men and 
women enlisted are tasked with sinking mitre drains 
on feeder roads running across the county. The Ajira 
Kwa Vijana programme was primarily created to 
keep the youth engaged in meaningful activities 
throughout the Covid-19 era. 
We bumped into Jennifer Mwongeli working 
alongside other young people on a section of 
Nthunguni-Mtito Andei road recently. “I used to 
sell foodstuffs at Mtito Andei Town. The business 
went down when Covid-19 struck. But Ajira Kwa 
Vijana came to my rescue. I am planning to raise 
enough capital to restart my small business,” 
Mwongeli said. 
She is among some 2,203 youth in the county who 
have been enlisted by the county government to 
construct the mitre drains across the county. The 
idea, according to Julius Musyoka, the Chief Officer 
at the Department of Devolution which is tasked 
with running the programme, is to insulate the 
youth from the vagaries of Covid-19 while 
enhancing the productivity of farmlands in the arid 
region by directing surface runoffs into them. 
As the young work on the rain water harvesting 
systems, they are encouraged to urge residents 
whose farmlands border feeder roads to harvest 
surface runoffs from the roads and utilize the water 
to enhance the productivity of the farms. One way 
of doing so is through sinking farm ponds, 
channeling the surface run off there, and using the 
water to grow fast maturing high value crops 
through irrigation. “At the end of the day the Ajira 
Kwa Vijana programme will significantly reduce the 
cost of maintaining the county's road networks,” Mr 
Musyoka says. 

BY WYCLIFFE MUTISYA
 

Jennifer Mwongeli and Shadrack Muoki sink a mitre drain along 

Nthunguni-Mtito Andei road [Photo/ GPS]

Scholarships
By Wycliffe Mutisya

90 pupils from Makueni who sat their Kenya Certificate of Primary 
Education in 2021 have reported to secondary schools under full 
scholarship by the Makueni County Government.

The 90 were awarded the scholarship offer letters by governor Kivutha 
Kibwana in Wote. The beneficiaries are high performers from needy 
families who were staring at the possibility of missing form 1 admissions 
for lack of fees.

This brings to 456 the number of scholarship beneficiaries by the county 
government since 2014.

Governor Kibwana said though education is a function of the national 
government, the many incidences of pupils missing secondary school 
due to lack of fees has necessitated the scholarship and bursaries 
programme by the County Government.

He said plans are afoot to subsidize fees for 
people with disabilities in all county technical 
training institutes, with a possibility of 
scrapping it altogether. This, he said, will offer 
PWD learners an opportunity to pursue tertiary 
education with ease.

Muindi Peter Muema one of the beneciaries 

of county scholarship  . [ ]Photo/ GPS

e n e

Makueni county government plans to stimulate 
sustainable economic development in the 
2021/2022 financial year through investing in 
projects tailored to increase household incomes 
and restore the livelihoods of the communities 
affected by Covid-19 pandemic. “The 2021/2022 
budget is aimed at stimulating local economic 
development and providing a platform for 
building resilience and adaptive capacity of the 
community members post COVID-19-pandemic. 

The budget is structured along four key strategic 
intervention areas; equity in development, 
completing projects initiated in the previous 
years, community driven development and 
mainstreaming of sustainable development goals 
in the budget” says Mary Kimanzi, the county 
Finance and Social Planning Executive. 

Towards this end, the county government has 
prioritized Makueni Care, the county's health 
insurance, and the construction and completion of 
agro-processing industries in the 2021/2022 
financial year. The social insurance scheme which 
Makueni places at the center of sustainable 
development has set the devolved unit as a 
trailblazer in universal health care. 

According to 2021/2022 budget estimates, the 
county government plans to use Sh 200 million 
on the universal health care programme. 
Governor Kibwana believes that a healthy nation 
is a productive nation. That is the basis of 
developing Makueni Care where a nuclear family 
pays Sh 500 per year for its members to be 
treated for free at the county public hospitals. The 
county's senior citizens enjoy free health services 
thanks to the scheme that has earned the county 
numerous accolades. 

The county government is also planning to 
expand its fruit processing project and complete 
an ongoing pulses processing factory at Makindu 

MAKUENI’S 2021/22 BUDGET TO 
SPUR WEALTH CREATION 

By Edward Mwendwa

Township. Budget estimates show that the 
county government is planning to spend Sh 30 
million to start a maize flour factory at 
Kwothithu Township in Kilome Constituency. 
The idea, according to Prof Kibwana, is to spur 
industrial development which in turn creates 
employment and offers a market for assorted 
agricultural produce. 

The county government has also set up money 
for addressing human-wildlife conflict, a major 
challenge in food production in the county which 
is surrounded by three porous game parks. The 
2021/2022 budget has Sh 75 million set aside for 
installing an electric fence at the Mtito Andei 
–Nthunguni - Kyusyani -Athi Makutano section 
of Tsavo West National Park where elephants 
have been having a field day, destroying crops 
and terrorizing residents. 

“Through the 2021/22 budget, the county 
government has allocated Sh 188 Million to 
village clusters for livelihood recovery 
programmes post the Covid-19 pandemic,” Ms 
Kimanzi says. The money goes into sustaining 
programmes that have seen the county 
government engage thousands of youth in menial 
works such as construction of miter drains on 
roads. “These investments are aimed at 
increasing household incomes for sustainable 
livelihoods,” Prof Kibwana says.
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By KIVUTHA KIBWANA

Makueni County Governor Prof 
Kivutha Kibwana.

16 O P I N I O N

On 20th August 2021, Kenya's 
Court of Appeal upheld the 
High Court judgement on the 
Constitution of Kenya 
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 by 
declaring it as 
“unconstitutional and 
usurpation of the people's 
exercise of sovereign power.” 
The appellate court 
permanently restrained the 
Independent Electoral and 
Boundaries Commission (IEBC) 
from conducting a referendum 
on the BBI bill thereby 
'switching off reggae'.
Major political parties received 
the judgement in relative calm, 
sparing the judiciary the usual 
bashing. The president, for 
example, accepted the court's 
verdict in the spirit of the rule 

of law but 
disagree

d with 

its import.
Raila Odinga characterized the 
judgment as part of the 
continuing conversation on the 
country's future, adding 
“without doubt, we shall deal 
with all these issues in the 
months and years” ahead.
William Ruto attributed the BBI 
collapse to “God, our heavenly 
Father.”
Some MPs led by Jeremiah 
Kioni have revived a bid to 
amend the constitution through 
the parliamentary route under 
the constitution's Article 256. 
Further, they intend to salvage 
52 BBI clauses possibly through 
ordinary legislation and 
administrative regulations.
Three key constitutional bills 
introduced in 2019 and 2020 
before the BBI bill are still 
pending before parliament. 
Limited public participation led 
by provincial administration 
has been undertaken for some. 
These bills seek to authorize 
appointment of cabinet 
secretaries from among MPs 
and county executive 
committee members from 
MCAs; nomination of 

presidential and deputy 
presidential candidates to 

parliament by political 
parties; etc.
In my view, the push for 
constitutional change 
should have been 
abandoned subsequent 
to the court of appeal 
judgement. Clearly, 

national consensus for 
constitutional review does not 
exist. Therefore, an appeal to 
the supreme court or 
constitutional review through 
the parliamentary initiative are 
ill advised. The state should 
not initiate constitutional 
changes in the face of 
widespread public antipathy.
The judiciary, despite great 
odds, has demonstrated its 
tenacity to protect its 
independence and safeguard 
separation of powers. 
Parliament and county 
governments are regularly held 
hostage by the national 
government executive.
The legal and civil society 
sectors led by Katiba Institute 
have immeasurably aided the 
judiciary in its mandate. These 
institutions will deserve a 
chapter in Kenya's history 
books. We are witnessing a 
resurgence of civil society and 
the bar akin to that of the 80's 
and 90's.
In the rst Building Bridges 
Initiative to a United Kenya: 
from a nation of blood ties to a 
nation of ideals report, 
challenges bedeviling the 
nation since 1963 were 
candidly highlighted. The BBI 
taskforce recommended a 
national dialogue to discuss 
these. However, this step was 
negated by the political class. 
Since independence, Kenyans 
have never held a genuine 
national conversation about the 
'Kenya We Want' across 
ethnicities and other divides. 
This palaver should be initiated 
by non-state actors from the 
grassroots to the national level.
Even if some measures within 
the BBI are benecial to the 
country, they must be 
genuinely canvassed by the 

general citizenry especially 
within the national debate. Some 
of these include raising the 
equitable share to counties to 
35%-45%; creation of a Ward 
Development Fund; 
establishment of an adequately 
funded youth commission run by 
the youth; etc. Fortunately, these 
changes are possible without 
constitutional changes. 
From a political perspective, the 
president seems to prioritize his 
succession agenda instead of 
focusing on creating a conducive 
environment for a peaceful and 
democratic transition in which 
citizens can freely vote for their 
leaders. Normally when a 
departing leader endeavours to 
name and inuence their 
successor, citizens tend to resist. 
Consequently, the head of state 
develops an appetite for misuse 
of state power to deliver his/her 
'project' candidate often with 
disastrous consequences. 
Tellingly, post the BBI judgment, 
the president has pronounced his 
refocus on the big four agenda. 
Universal health care remains the 
low lying-fruit. Radical reforms 
of NHIF and KEMSA are critical 
for actualizing this. These two 
institutions must be well 
resourced and disinfected to rid 
them of corruption. 
Many opposed the BBI mostly 
because it was associated with a 
scheme through which the new 
positions of prime minister, two 
deputy prime ministers and the 
existing president and deputy 
president would be used to 
coalesce regional kingpins into a 
winning coalition presumably 
against the incumbent Deputy 
President and any other 
contenders.
In the absence of the BBI 

approved structure, coalition 
building is a dicey affair. The 
OKA group (with the exception 
of Moi) are resisting Raila's 
endorsement as Kenyatta's heir 
apparent. Within OKA Musalia 
and Kalonzo are engaged in a 
scrimmage over the ag-bearer 
crown. Therefore, the end game 
looks uncertain.
As a statesman, the president 
should not favour any candidate 
or coalition. He must be a symbol 
of national unity so that he 
cultivates the moral authority to 
resolve any political conict. 
An internecine struggle rages for 
the Mount Kenya bloc vote. For 
the rst time, the region may skip 
elding their presidential 
candidate in exchange of the 
deputy president slot and 
protection of economic interests. 
All roads by presidential 
aspirants seem to lead to the 
Gikuyu and Mumbi nation. Time 
will tell whether the bloc will 
vote as one or otherwise. An 
undisputed successor to Kenyatta 
is yet to emerge.
Previously, tribe, money and the 
state have been the three largest 
'voters' in Kenya. These three 
routinely 'vote' against 
democracy. They deliver 
elections which are not free, fair, 
transparent and peaceful. In 2022 
we must ensure that ballots are 
cast by duly registered voters. 
We must have elections based on 
the competition of visions, 
ideologies, platforms and 
policies. Currently, signs of 
perilous division among the 
political class are evident. For 
now, distant drums of war can be 
heard. By all means a repeat of 
the 2007 /2008 tragedy must be 
avoided. 
As the political class builds 

coalitions, it should appreciate 
that in 2022 any winning group is 
unlikely to form a stable 
government on its own. A 
government of national unity 
will most certainly become an 
imperative preferably based on a 
coalition of agendas, not 
personalities.
In 2022, the IEBC will rank as the 
most critical institution in the 
delivery of a non-contested 
general election. It must be well 
resourced and ercely 
independent. Its performance 
will make or break the country.
Youth who have attained 
majority age must be registered 
as citizens and voters. Voter 
registration must be continuous. 
Diaspora voting must be fully 
operationalized. 
IEBC must be very strict on 
adherence to the electoral code of 
conduct. The National Cohesion 
and Integration Commission 
must ensure that the political 
class and all citizens promote 
peace. It must sharpen its teeth. 
Finally, a consortium consisting 
of the faith sector, civil society, 
business sector through KEPSA 
and KAM, professional bodies 
under APSEA, diaspora, youth 
and women organizations must 
be established to champion civic 
education and peace building for 
a peaceful transition. The faith 
sector could co-ordinate these 
groups with civil society backing. 
This consortium must have 
structures up to the ward level.
As a country, we must not attract 
the tag of a failed state or banana 
republic. Our leaders and citizens 
are duty-bound to guarantee 
democracy, peace and prosperity.

O P I N I O N

Aftermath
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An aerial view of Wote town. The municipality is among 12 others selected 
for funding under the Sustainable Urban Economic Development

The programme seeks to:

• Strengthen capacity at municipality level to 
plan better for urbanization.

• Support policy and legislative changes to 
enable greater private sector led growth.

• Raise investment for critical bankable, 
climate-resilient growth infrastructure and 
value chain projects.

• Develop and test capacity at municipality 
level to maintain key activities after the 
programme ends.

• Create climate-resilient jobs.

• Improve rural links with larger markets that 
were previously difcult to access.

• Poise municipalities for climate-resilient and 
sustainable growth.

M
akueni among 12 Counties set for £70 
million funding

Wote municipality is among 12 others identied 
for a cumulative £70 million funding under a 
ve-year Sustainable Urban Economic 
Development (SUED) programme.

The programme is supported by the UK 
Government through the Foreign 
Commonwealth and Development Ofce 
(FCDO).

The programme supports 12 fast growing
municipalities to develop sustainable urban
economic plans and attract investment for 
critical infrastructure and value chain projects.

This is delivered through improved urban 
economic planning, capacity building, 
investment climate reform and the attraction of 
investments for critical infrastructure and value 
chain projects.
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